
The Branch’s Pub-of-the-Year     Selection Process
(Updated May 2017)

Introduction

Pub-of-the-Year  (PotY)  is  a  national  competition  run  by  CAMRA.   There  are  various  stages,
commencing at branch level, with each branch invited to submit its Pub-of-the-Year, one for each
county if the branch area covers more than one county.  (Hence this Branch can submit a PotY in
both Derbyshire and Staffordshire.)

The precise dates will vary from year to year, but the broad timescales for the various stages are
as follows:

October: Branches are invited to decide their Pub(s)-of-the-Year   
Early March: Deadline for branch submissions (to county/region)
Late May: Deadline for submission of county winners
Early August: Deadline for submission of regional winners
Late October: Deadline for submission of super-regional winners (4)
February: Announcement of national winner   

Standard Criteria

The current standard judging form requires scores out of 10 in six categories, viz:
Quality of beer/cider/perry
Style, décor, furnishing, cleanliness
Service, welcome & offering
Community focus & atmosphere
Alignment with CAMRA principles
Overall impression

The figure for beer/cider/perry quality is multiplied by 2, giving a total maximum score of 70.

These criteria are mandatory for the super-regional and national rounds, but recommended for the
earlier stages.  A document offering guidance to PotY judges is available. 

The Branch Process

The process is initiated in October by an e-mail inviting Branch members to nominate pubs prior to,
or at, our November Branch meeting, and also to volunteer to be PotY judges.  At this meeting,
usually after some discussion and a vote, a short-list of around 12 pubs is drawn up, typically 4 in
South Derbyshire and 8 in East Staffordshire.  These pubs are normally existing or prospective
Good Beer Guide entries.

A team of volunteer judges is also appointed at the November meeting.  There is no limit to the
number of judges: given the largely subjective nature of PotY judging, the more judges there are,
the more valid the end result!  Each judge is required to visit all of the short-listed pubs before the
end of February, preferably more than once, as ‘mystery shoppers’, and score each one according
to the standard criteria, which we agreed to adopt in 2007.  The scores are collated and the results
publicised.

Our top scoring pub is declared our Pub-of-the-Year, and our top scoring pub in the ‘other’ county
is declared our Pub-of-the-Year for that county.  These two are put forward for the county stage of
the competition.  (Note that we have to provide volunteer judges for the county stage, otherwise
our candidate is disqualified!)

Depending on the scores, we may decide to make Country PotY, Town PotY, and/or Runner-up
awards.  These are usually decided at our March Branch meeting.

Cider Pub-of-the-Year and Club-of-the-Year  

These  are  parallel  national  competitions,  but  can  have  different  timescales  and  judging
arrangements in the later stages.  However, since there are significantly fewer pubs offering real
cider/perry, and fewer clubs, in the Branch area, possible nominations are generally discussed and
agreed at our February Branch meeting.
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