
The Branch’s   Good Beer Guide   Selection Process
(Updated January 2017)

Preamble

For most of England, CAMRA’s annual Good Beer Guide is arranged by county, and hence GBG
entries are allocated to CAMRA branches on a county basis.  Our Branch territory covers parts of
two counties, Derbyshire and Staffordshire, and our current allocation for Derbyshire is 4, and for
Staffordshire it is 12.  However, to ensure an equitable geographical distribution of our entries for
Staffordshire, we have divided the Branch territory into  three areas for  GBG selection purposes:
South Derbyshire, Burton town, and East Staffordshire country, and set a maximum number of 7
entries for Burton town.

The Process

Throughout each calendar year, Branch members are encouraged to visit as many local pubs as
possible and submit beer quality scores¹ on each occasion, preferably via the members’ facility on
CAMRA’s WhatPub website ( www.whatpub.com ), but if necessary via e-mail or post to a Branch
committee member.  (CAMRA members visiting the region from elsewhere can also contribute
scores using WhatPub.)    

[ ¹ The standard CAMRA 0 – 5 scoring system is used: 0 = no real ale, 1 = poor, 2 = average, 3 = good, 4 = very good,
5 = excellent, with half marks (e.g. 3.5) being allowed.]

At the end of the year, the beer quality scores are analysed and tables prepared for each of the
three areas.  These tables list the pubs in order of average beer quality score, and include data on
the number of visits, the number of different visitors, and the number of different visit dates. 

Based on the above tables, a provisional short-list for each area is drawn up.  To be included in the
short-list,  an average beer score of ≥3.0 is an essential  requirement.   Subject  to the latter,  all
existing GBG entries are automatically included.  Other criteria for inclusion are minimum numbers
of visits and of different visitors².  (To ensure a sensible size of short-list, these criteria differ for
each area and may be adjusted.)

[  ²  In order to be short-listed, it is clearly necessary for a pub to be visited (and a beer score submitted) by several
CAMRA members at  various times throughout  the year.   It  is  therefore up to  Branch members to  report  any new
prospective GBG entry, perhaps the result of a change of ownership and/or licensee, and encourage others to drop in.]  

The provisional short-lists are tabled for discussion at the first Branch meeting of the following
year, held in early January.  At this stage, a pub may be removed if, for example, it has changed
hands within the previous 6 months or it is for sale.  (A pub changing hands may be retained if it
has been taken over by a known reliable GBG quality licensee.)  Final short-lists are thus drawn
up,  surveyors  appointed  and  official  survey  forms  distributed.   A  date  and  venue  for  a  GBG
decision meeting are agreed, this being the deadline for survey form submission.

The GBG decision meeting, usually held in late February and separately from any other Branch
meeting, is open to all Branch members.  For each area, the default selection options are based on
the average beer score order of  the pubs,  but  each individual  entry is discussed and formally
approved (or not!) in a vote.  Votes are also held in borderline situations where average beer score
differences are regarded as statistically insignificant³.  The final submission list (with reserves) for
each area is thereby drawn up, and details of all the selected pubs are subsequently submitted in
early March as required by CAMRA’s GBG production team.

[ ³ While beer quality is of paramount importance, other factors may influence decisions in such borderline cases.  These
can include, for example, the range of cask beers, prices, the extent and convenience of opening times, efficiency and
attitude of staff, the general ambience and décor, and the availability and quality of food.]

It is evident that the process is lengthy; the beer quality scores submitted during 2016 lead to GBG
submissions in March 2017 for the 2018 Good Beer Guide (which is expected to be published in
September 2017).  Clearly, pub information can be out-of-date at publication, although there are
opportunities to make amendments during the editing process, but the Branch makes every effort
to minimise the need for changes by encouraging and supporting stability in our quality local pubs.

http://www.whatpub.com/
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